CUNY Law Student Government
Meeting Minutes 10/26/2010

18 SG Members attending: Steven Beard, Sarah Young, Becca Olson, Amanda Hamann, Alex Franco, Krzysztof Wendland, Moira Meltzer-Cohen, Robin Gordon Leavitt, Melinda Cooperman, Yasmin Dwedar, Joe Ramagli, Suha Dabbouseh, Luis Bautista, Alex Van Schaick, Sonya Mehta, Jillian Sebastian, Jody Ballew, Patrick Foster 


Meeting called to order at 12:32 PM by President Patrick Foster

I. No Committee reports at this meeting

II. The 1Ls have drafted a resolution on the “plan can” proposal. It was sent out prior to the meeting. It will be discussed at a subsequent meeting. Resolution may require use of SG funds. We have $1800 dollars in the Student Government account, based on a budget that was created last year.

III. Melinda's Meeting with Dean Valentine re: Grad Fellows Program
- goal is to make the selection process more transparent
- Melinda asked why is there no application process? The reason she was given was that some people will not apply if there is an application process. 
- Melinda also noted that the application information is available on the “current” students section of the website, not the “prospective” students section which does not provide the information to students who may be considering coming to the school. 
- Our school is similar to SUNY Buffalo's Law School, where they have a full paid scholarship and that application is not available on the website. 
- There is talk about getting grad fellows together. Suha, Jillian, Robin, and Moira are interested in getting involved in this issue. 

IV. SIT Resolution
- Sponsor is Jillian, and the resolution has been edited by Patrick
- People can make an amendment. If the sponsor agrees with it, then the changes will be incorporated into the resolution on table without a vote, making it a “friendly” amendment. If the sponsor does not agree with the proposed change, then SG members at the meeting can vote on whether to incorporate the changes. After the resolution and any amendments have been discussed, SG will vote on the final language.
- Patrick read the language of the resolution
- Amanda moved to amend the first “resolved” statement to read “solely for Student Initiated purposes”. The amendment was accepted as friendly by the sponsor Jillian and was incorporated into the language of the resolution. 
- It was asked if the Dean can take away SIT time if we pass the resolution. Steven responded by saying the handbook gives the Dean and the school discretion to change the policy or to not follow the policy. However, it was pointed out that it is unlikely that the Dean will take such an action.
- It was mentioned that SIT time was also on Tuesday during their first year, which was changed to “lunch time”, showing that SIT Time has already been eroded in the past few years. 
- It was mentioned that opposition may not come from the Dean, but from Professors.
- It was discussed whether we should say “Thursday SIT time” or just mention it as “SIT Time”. Alex F said we might not want to dilute the message.
- It was asked whether SIT time or lunch time were discussed at orientation. Luis explained that they were not given notice until they got the schedule. 
- Steven stated his concern that the administration might object about having a requirement that a majority of student organizations needing to approve because it might be impractical to ever get a majority of organizations to agree and in what manner. Moira responded by saying maybe amending it to say a majority of student organizations responding.
- After discussion, Yasmin moved that we amend the language to say that a majority of SG vote on it after consultation with student organizations. The amendment was accepted as “friendly” by the sponsor Jillian and was incorporated into the resolution. 
- SG voted on the final language on the resolution. The vote was 16 Aye, 0 Nay, and 0 Abstentions. The resolution was adopted (see appendix A of these minutes)

V. Forum Planning
a. So far there are 8-10 interested organizations
b. The following agreed to help out with the following things 

1) Food - Melinda, Moira, Yasmin, and Steven

2) Audio: Robin, Alex F, Alex V, and Luis

3) Name Tags: Moira

4) Branding- Jody agreed to make a flyer (so did Joe, after Constructs)

5) Jody will ask Babe Howell to make announcement in her class

6) we will send emails tonight, tomorrow, and Tuesday about the event. 

7) everyone is in charge of welcoming

8) everyone should invite at least 5 people to forum
c. Student Government will a question about changing the SIT policy
d. SG will also ask about the new building and the status of bonds
e. SG's questions will be asked at the end of the prepared questions section
f. Patrick when through the structure of forum one last time.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM






















Appendix A

Title: A Resolution for SIT time to remain solely for the use of students

Sponsor: Jillian Sebastian, 3L Member

Co-Sponsor: Patrick Foster

Signatories: Jody Ballew, Luis Bauttista, Steven Beard, Melinda Cooperman, Suha Dabbouseh, Yasmin Dwedar, Alex Franco, Robin Gordon Leavitt, Amanda Hamann, Sonya Mehta, Moira Meltzer-Cohen, Becca Olson, Alex Van Schaik, JIll Sebastian, Sarah Young, Krzysztof Wendland

Date: October 26, 2010

WHEREAS, Student Initiated Time (SIT time) is a limited time whereby students are able to gather with other students amongst multiple (currently over 30) student groups to plan events, hold meetings, and present panels and speakers to the law school community;

WHEREAS, student group activities held during SIT time contribute to the enrichment and reputation of this active student body which in turn contributes to our prestige as a leading public interest legal institution;

WHEREAS, the use of SIT time for administration sponsored events and faculty purposes for make-up class, review sessions, office hours, or other activities is in direct opposition to the nature and spirit of Student Initiated Time, which by its very title implies a time for students of all 3 years to be able to come together, organize, and spread knowledge, interest, and discussion in our community;

WHEREAS, the active student body at this school has to balance the demands of law school as well as organizing events and student group membership, and competing with non-student sponsored events for that time is both unfair and contradictory to the purpose of scheduling such time in the first instance;

WHEREAS, there is ample time in the schedule for the administration and faculty to plan their events and sessions, as evident in the lack of SIT time use for faculty and administration sponsored events during the 2009-2010 school year;

WHEREAS, while the Student Activities Handbook provides the ability for faculty and administration to schedule events during SIT time, under Section 8.02(e), which reads: "Due to limited time availability and scheduling of academic classes, events planned for a student audience may be held at SIT Time on occasion," the student government body interprets this provision to be one of a narrow exception to be used only in the utmost urgency;

WHEREAS, the CUNY Bylaws give elected Student Governments from each campus and school the authority to regulate extra-curricular activities, under Section 15.2(b) of the CUNY Bylaws. However, the Student Activities Handbook states that the Law School received a specific exemption from the CUNY Board of Trustees (CUNY Central) which essentially took this authority away from Student Government, thus undermining the ability of this body to effectively regulate the use of SIT time as solely for students. Section 7.05 of the Student Activities Handbook, at Page 9;

Therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Student Government hereby declares that SIT Time is solely for student initiated purposes;

RESOLVED, that the administration and faculty must respect the necessary use of SIT time as solely for students;

RESOLVED, the members of student government condemn the use of SIT time for the purposes of the administration and/or faculty;

RESOLVED, that upon adoption of this resolution all SIT time events are able to function properly as community oriented events centering the work and determination of this school's student body.

And be it also

RESOLVED, that Student Government requests that Section 8.02 of the CUNY School of Law Student Activities Handbook be amended to read:

“In the event that an event is proposed for a student audience which uses law school resources, including but not limited to use of law school property, during SIT time by an individual or organization not inclusive of a recognized student organization, the Office of Student Affairs must notify the Student Government Body and the Student Organization Leaders through a transparent mechanism, be it general meeting, email listserv or another inclusive means of communication, requesting majority consent of Student Government Representatives in consultation with Student Organization Leaders, in order to schedule such event during SIT time. Failure to garner the consent of the majority of Student Government Representatives within at least one week's notice of such event will result in the canceling of any proposed event during SIT time that is not student-initiated.”;

And be it further

RESOLVED, that in the interim between this resolution and the amendment of the aforementioned section of the Student Activities Handbook, the Dean of CUNY School of Law and the Director of Student Affairs must do all in their power to forbid the use of SIT time for non-student sponsored events.

Enacted by The Student Government of the CUNY School of Law on  October 26, 2010 by Unanimous Vote of the Voting Members in Attendance. 

16 
votes “yea”

0 
votes “nay”

0
abstentions

